The Big Train Project Status Report (Part 2)

We had an amazing turnout for the November MVGRS meatiignterTRAINment Junctign
and | hope those of you who came were not disappointed by what you tedaiyout.

As you know by now from the previoasticles, changes to the layout continue to be made as
time goes on, and there are quite a few new thiugsince the November meeting.

Sharon Wilson, Liz Barnhart, amdary Kammerhave been working on houses decorated for

Christmas and installed threbetween the mainline tracks and the aisle in the Modern City
(Figure 1). Figure 2 shows one of the houses
cemetery, and a créche adjacent to the church. All add a little holiday spirit to the layout.

AL o

Figure 1 Liz, Gordon, Sharon, and the Christmas Houses




Figure 2 One of the Christmas Houses

Gordon Havens has constructed and installed new details to the roofs of some of the Modern
City buildings, including a helicopter for the hospital and air conditioning onits number of
the buildinggFigure 3).
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Figure 3 Details on Modern City Roofs

Webve finally added t he ptheaapoféehd mdinrsteeétinithe ci r c |
Modern City, courtesy of Mike Barnhard (Figure 4). Mike, however, is innocent of the

monument in the center of the fountain, whictdded tgpaysairic homageta i t y lustol ks 6

for storefrontcoffee and to politiciangzho would happily use the earth as a bowling ball.



Figure4 The Modern City Traffic Circle and Fountain

I n the Middle Era engi ne sgportingrackiamdgollefsdocthel i t vy,
bridge in the turrgtble pit (Figure 5).T hey ar e n 0 t butftneyhdo impravethe y et
appearance.
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I n the Early Period, near the | ake,

cars in various stages of assembly. One of those is shown in Figure 6.



Figure 6 Early Era Railroad Car Contstruction

Outside the layout there are also changdte fliture hobbg h o p d o eap@rrdanenth a v e
operatoryet, but Watts of I ndianapolis is sett-ing up
gauge starter sets during the holidays. If sales go well, they may establish a permanent and more
fully stocked store at EJ.

In addition, the hobby shop area has beedine location for several holiday displaysich will

be open to the public at no charge. A Cincinnati Hallmark store has provided an extensive
display of Department 56 items arranged in layout fashion to show them off in a very effective
and artfulway (Figure?).



Figure7 Department 56 Display

A snowy Ggauge layout occupies a large portion of the back of the room (Rguiefeatures
trackonthee | evel s and a mgemteror | ake in the | ayout



Figure8 G-Gauge Holiday Layout

The third display is an-§auge layout with a number of individual scenes depicting different
types of landscape, scenery, and towns (Fi§ure




