The Big Train Project Status Report (Part )

This report includes some folloupf r om | ast mont hdéds article, sho\
improvements, and provides you witfews from some uncommon vantage points that may be
of interest.

Lastmonthl described my initial efforts to use a more powerful photo flash unit to stop the

motion of trains in th@hotographs Unfortunately, the last photo that articlewas

i nadvertent | yincludad itthis tnueasFigure3 o s theléxjenmerdl shotin

which the flashallowed the camera ®uccessfullycapture both of the moving trains, the one in

the foreground and the one on the trestle in background, without any motion blur. Note, though,

how quickly the light dims the farther the object®t t he scene are away fro
problembecausetimakes the scene look artificial.

Figure 1 Flash Photography Test




Figure 2 is a later attempt. It shows one of the recently added buildings in MiddigyErahis

was taken through the plexiglass, and the light from the flash also went through the plexiglass. |
turned out okaypecause | held both the camera lens and the flash unit very close to the

plexiglass so that the lens could not sy part ofa reflection of the flash. Note, however, that
thereds still a problem with the dark backgro

Figure2 Middle Era CityDrug StoreBuilding




Some further experiments produced interestingpantentiallyuseful results. & comparison,
Figure 3showsone of theime-exposures done earlier. There are no moving trains, so no blur,

but the brightly lit ballast in the yard overpowers the image and makes everything surrounding it
look dark.

Figure 3 Modern Yard Time Exposure




Figure 4, in contrast, used the flash, which
but still a bit odd, since the whiter light of the flash contrasts with the more orange incandescent

I i ght i usedintthe Eyout area. Thokotowas also taken with the camera lens and flash

close to the window pangthis timein the mezzanineand againno flash reflection (Note that

tmeex posure photos which | 6ve irgaréctediteatjust n t hes
for the yellow incandescent lighting while the flash images have not beercootected.)l 6 m

making progress, butifther ghoto experiments will be needed to get the flash pictures to look

right.

Figure4 Modern Yard with Flash Fill




Photography hasndét been t hosetimpravenyents have hegn we 6 v e

made in the Intermodal Area adjacent to the Modern Yard. The building (shown in Figures 3
and 4) has been replaced with two neplestofacade buildings. The old one was very
temporary, having been our letbenperfect test piece for theomputer printoutaminating
technique. It used shiny printouts and had a few wrinidagch detracted from its appearance.
The new facades wecorrecty laminated onto their Gatorboard backing ancdusattefinish
printouts, which appeanuchmore realistiqFigure 5) Also, weputthe leftbuildings a bit
fartherfrom the road bridgeso that it would not look like the road was gotigectly into the
building rather than behind it.

>

Figure5 Revisedintermodal Area




I n the Modern City, webve just recently finis
table. The hill in the background still needsfacades to make the city appear to have a greater
extent and those will be some of the next itame 6 | work dne

To give you a new vantage pofor scenesinthelayout | 6 ve i ncluded some pt
Ainsided the city.maing$ireey showeng the dorsed eourthauseandang t h e
of the treereflective buildings, invhosereflectionyoucansep art of t he #fAbank b
block, including part of the bank building itself (the blue reflective buildmggh reflects the

Carlson ofOakmore Hotel across the street fromlialmost succeeded in staying completely

out of the picture myself.

Figure 7 i sofrmi morindr £ @i dithwad éthe cauthousd threg timedie d o0 me
the walls of the two reflective buildings that flank the courtharseither side of theaffic

circee. Two of those images are reflections of ref
which mirrored walls areeflecting what. The traffic circle is 8tin work, having yet toget its

sidewalk andts central fountairand monumennstalled.



Figure7 Reflective Buildings




Finally, Figure 8 shows ouropefully-well-hiddenaccessole to and from the world below the

city (justbeyondthe backhoe in the foreground). You can see some of the steel structure of the

tables as well as the Gatorboard partially covering the Migh those covers in place, the

details inside the holghould not bevisible from the aislérom which thevisitorsare looking

We 6| | p r othesabalopen (kireutating @ark?)and not surround it with building

facades That will simplify access andlsor e d uc e t-ih@nydnt | kee df eetd i ng of
lined by tall buildings. Also, we want to leave the opening obvious to workers on thedayout

thatt hey wondét mistake it falbthrough. sol i d surface,

Figure8 Modern CityAccess Hole

| Oreallypr oud of t he pr og rloekingforwaeddosat of yoa abming tosseed a m
the layout when we have our Novemb&/GRS monthlymeeting at EnterTRAINment
Junction. I f you havenodot seen it, | anh sur
you lastsawitatthepep e ni ng-afitFeimée hgs Day, 0 youodl | be
progress has been maaled howmuch better t 6 s b ec o me.
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